] A FIRESIDE CHAT BEFORE 1 | "EATION
It is indeed a cinrular honor e ce Lo have the oprortunity to chat with you
at such an important moment in veuar Tife thus far in the [raternity. Sitbtine hrre
topother re inds we of he yather s-i ving picture, wbich I remenber Lfrom ny plodge-
ship davs Dvan the Dledge flanval, of Lhe nelure, wise, and succesuful Vrecident of
H

bhe T1lincic Crnbral “ailread, Lawrence o, Jowns (Delta Delta, 1 920), dravn by his

Sigma Chi srother, sonn T. McCutcheor (Uelta Delta, 1809), an inspired and famous car-
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toonist o Lhe Chica-o Tribune, vThep So0ws ndm balkinge to QL0 T MEeit AL
sround Lhio buse Pisoplace ab Purdne's odlta welta chapuer touse, o plodies oro
ot o Lo shold of ccing found worthy tror initicztion into onr real fvanc mity.

"o be indtiabed™ moong, ol course, Lo obe comiblLed inte 2 socioLly cnd te beoine
strucver 1n cerbeir cucdmenus and Linbuca »ibn meaningiul principles pertinent wo i,
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Tub db aloo means Lo po conetding new cteried, to bepin soncbhin: new, and 00 Ga

in t-ig oo 0o that voras Lo rou ar to be undershooed.
phobas teen troaibionad chan a ® Lweek" or oo period of sllence precoac your
Final incocurination inbe L sieeret o, b ls oa serious moment, wnd bthoe lmporbtant

vords ant vows, that soon will be head and spolken, wild te ol life-long cduration
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ané imcorvicace.  To some unforbunabe Jow, suen @ period of quiel and silence may
seen foolish, but quietvde is in many wiys a positive ala to pereoncl growth.  in
such a period one can gain Drom Line " L7111, swall veice" insinnbs, oullecks, vi-
sions, and inrer sbtrengths  for onescl” wnd  about onpself. e seem Loday oi'len
to te living amidst such hastle, bustle, and din, we seen Lo fof;cb Iere e arc co-
ing in 1iw and why, Guicbude offer: ou the opportaniiy of bawin: sboek of yoir-
celf, ol locking imward, of asking yoursell sowe pertinent questions. "iho am I,

reallyt  "ihal do 1 sland fer?"™  "Jkal do fraternity and brotherhood mean Lo me?!

"o T A cas of good character?" "vhe ind of a Sioma Chi will Lomoke?" 7 Your
apcysrs vl ey decide moeh of o O oLure conroe ol action in ilie,

ar veminoed here of a poom T have oflen read with my student: ty @ nine-

Leonbiimce phors Solon wedier, Conrad ecdinaud meyer (37025-109%9), "o #1ioal ol the
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Gulls" ("Mowenflug" - 1831). Summari - simply, we see the poel besel with dread

.

as he realiszes the unnervingly slichl dilference existing between reality and pre-
tense, betueen truth end fraud. He oones Lo this realization as he obuerves the |
magni.ficently rhythmic and beautiful [light of gulls in the air as they are alimost
identically and exactly reflected in the mirrored occan surface below. It is al-
most difficult Lo distinguish the real and true flight Irom'the."curbon—copied,”
deceptive reflection. In interpreting the lesson derived from the flight of the
zulls, the poet addresses'himself personally as a creative artist but at the same
time in realily asks each ruadgr as well:s MAre you genuinely, truthfully winged
and inspired as Lthe soaring gulls in Ulight or are you only the pule and.illusory
veflection mirrored below?" Will you as a Sigma Chi be the real, inuspired achive
member or only a pale "fellow traveler': The copportuniiy to make the right deci-
sion may not come your way again.

Tt is nobl ecasy to be a Sigma Chi. The world will expect more Qf vou when you
"take up the cross," especially the While Cross, and when you carry over its ideals
and messagn inibo your daily life. You will be required Lo be more Lhan just a
pin-wearer. By your aclicns, atlitudes, hehavior, and words you become wilnesces
for Sigma Chi, and you will daily be judged on the basis of how ils ideals and
principles are exemplilied through ycu. Unfortunately, some initiates will let
Lhemselves fall short of these expectations, when they pub aown Lhelr cross ond

i

its symbolic message. Those chesen few who arc called te go the way ol the Wiite

,
Cross live by different standards, howover; they are different and stand out
wherever they are. "To take up the ibite Cress" should not néccscarjly invoke a
diemal piclure, as I am reminded constantly at the beautiful church 1 autlend refu-
larly. tiere, I clearly [ind two aspocts of the cross visibly present. The first
oné is the more obvious ocne, for as one enters the sanctuary with the eyes directed
forward to the altar there sbands a statuc of Christ crucified. This, in a nar-
row sense, is indeed one aspect ol whal church amembership denotes, but in a broader
sense of what ﬁembe"ship in Sigma Chi signifies: dedicabloen, demands, discipline,

.
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in other words, the unpleasant and upupular aspects. Bub there is another Christ
on the cross higher up in the center oI the richly carved rood screen. This shows
Christ in quite another pose and mood. He is Christ the King, regal, head erecti,
self-assured, triumphant, out-going, almost rejoicing. These two aspects of the
cross, I have always felt, symbolize our membership in Sigma bhi: if we are will-
ing to accept the obligations it imposes on us, not always pleasurable ones, to
be sure, we can look higher and upward and find its rich rewards., So, there is
really a double face to our cross of Sigma Chi, a somber one of obligation and a
kingly one of happy fellowship. You surely by now have already experienced both
in your journey toward your final enlightenment in initiation,

Your presence here at this moment signifies the approaching end of ore phase
of your life in the fraternity and the beginning of another. You have nov pro-
gressed toward the end of your pledgeship and stand before a much greater, reward-
ing, and productive beginning of your membership in the fraternity. I hope you
have now found a real meaning in your months of pledgeship. It has been a period
of learninv, centered primarily around the "Jordan Standard" and the ideals estab-
lished by our founders, to which every Sigma Chi should aspire. They were indeed
men of good character. The word "character" comes from a Greek word meaning 'lo
stamp, brand, mark, and engrave." The active brothers have tried to imprint upon
you certain characteristics and ideals which will serve to distinguish you always
as a Jigma Chi. The word "ideal" also comes from a Greek-Latin stem and means a
"pattern, standard, imaggsc, example, perfection."* No one can give you character;'
you either have it or you don't. But in Sigma Chi we can try.to guide you and help
you develop certain ideals and attitudes and to think and talk about them and to
interpret and assimilate them. Your period of apprenticeship has wanted to educate
(Latin: e ducare - "to lead forth, to bring out" of the "darkness" into the light),
indoctrinate ("to teach, to instruct"), and lead.you gradually step by step, week
by week, for a more meaningful understanding of the enlightenment you will receive
at the shrine of Sigma Chi and of what will be expected of you after proving your-

sell worthy of induction.
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This entire problem has been exqu.sitely stated in a ballad which I again
often have read in my courses; it is by Friedrich Schiller (1759-1805) and is en-
titled "The Veiled Statue at Sais" ("Dis verschleierte Bild zu Sais" - 1795). It.
tells about an eager and zealous young man who had gone to the ancient capital of
Egypt at Sais to become a member of the esoteric order of priests there at the
temple of Isis. Lasily and quickly he had passed through the first stages of his
training, but he was impatient to have revealed to him without further delay the
final denouement of the order's secrets and its hidden mysteries. Complaining
one day to the hierophant in the temple's rotunda, he wanted to know what was hid-
den behind the veil that hung draped so delicately around the pedestal in ils cen-
ter. The high priest warned him that the Goddess of Truth and Knowledge was en-
sconced there and that no mortal dare unveil her statue unless his mind had been
properly prepared and consecrated to know and to comprehend her nature. That night,
after some sleepless hours due to his burning desire to see the final, secret
truths hidden from him by the veil, he furtively at midnight stole ﬁack to the
deadly silence of the darkened rotunda, where the pale light of the moon fell upon
the veiled statue. After overcoming some agonizing torments of conscience, the
young man does insolently and impetuously pull aside the veil so that he may see
revealed the Goddess. We never learn from the poem what the youth saw. Whatever
it was, he could barely utter a sound thereafter and soon passed away with grief,
shame, and guilt, intimating, however, that whoever hopes to see final truths re-
vealed before he is properly educated to comprehend them.will never gain happiness
therefrom.

Your pledgeship in the fraternity and in fact your entire educational experi-
ence at the University are aptly comparable to a pilgrimage. To take a pilgrimage
implies usually setting off on a long and often tedious course with the hope and
faith lhat when it is over one will atiain some benefit, receive something for the
expended effort, and reach the set goal. All necessary preparations must be
made carefully and thoughtfully. Not too many persons are called upon to make a

pilyrimage and of those who do start off, not all arrive at the goals they wanted



to achicve. Lven so, the pilgrim's 4 (and one can experience this today still
in many parts of the world) is usual!y well-marked with signs, directives, and
shrines, but unfortunately many pilgrims never see them nor get their message.
Others often stray off their course and end up in a dead end or blind alley. Those
who reach their roal are changed by Lhe exhilaration of Lheir success; lhey are
trans{ipured and can now sebt oub into new directions instead of returning over

the former routc they had once traverscd. Lach one of you must determire what the
roal  of your pilgrimage in the [ratrrpity and the University is te be.
Will you ree the migns and heed Lhe mecoaoos and thus be able Lo re oice ot the
end of ithe journcy that will bring you bo new fulness ol 1life?

Another illusbtrative example alons bhese lines comes Lo mind from )y classroom
experience and concerns bhe medieval knight Parsifal as he is portrayed in a famous
epic (a novel of development with a quest lLhime, Parzival) written by Wolfram von
Eschenbach (1170- 12’0) Perhaps you know Lhe version of it as found in Richard

Viarner's (1813-1883) opera (18682) of the same name, Parsifal was a knight of Kin
ps L -

w

Arbhur's tound Table, who as a young man set off on a pilgrimaje to find the Castle
of the Holy Grail and to become its King. rrom hic childhood a. a rather naive lad
growing up iﬁ ‘he forests to his final and suceesslul quest at the heighl of his
knightly prowess, Parsifal underwent various importint stages in his physical,
mental, and spiritual development. lie had enjoyed cvery advantage in lice, iie had
mactered the complete know-how as bo how to aclt in every situation according to

the accepted codes of knighthood and ctiguetle: proper mannors, proper dress,

prover language, proper sociul graces. On his initial journey to the Crail Castle
he overcame a numzer of abatacles and hurdles and no doubt rightly Zelt that he
had ecarned¢ the right to be initiabed into the Yrder of Knishts off the loly Grail.
I1 turred out, however, before the rites andvcefemonies unfolded comnletlely, that
Parsifal {lunked, as il were, the [inal examinations. The deficienecy i& his cduca-
Lion ~oeased from the fact thalb it had been geared only to the externals of 1ife.
He had never been forced bto look imsard, to go through a period i quistude, as it

were, to bo concerned about anyone or anybhing beyond his own seli-centeredness.
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He could not give the proper responsc expected of him. He had to leave the
Grail Castle, and he cursed his fate, blamed others for his shortcomings, doubted
God's goodness, and wandered aimlessly for some years. Finally, Parsifal reached’
the last step in his educationdprocess, and through a wise, mature, and religiogs
rclative he was re-educaped and made to realize what he had lacked thus far as a
knight errant, namely, the proper internal qualities, values, and ideals. His
earlicer quest had been meaningless and self-seeking, but when he combined and
matched his external perfection with the newly acquired higher goals and loftier
ideals and a concern for others, he was able to start off on his pilgrimage again
to reach the final new sltage of his life as the properly qualified King of the
Order of Grail Knights. He had discovered now how to give the correct responses
as he participated in the rites at the Grail Castle. You as neophytes have ob-
viously had the cxlernal advantages of University and fraternity life, but there
are deeper and more important meanings you must learn before you can take your
seat with your peers.

An integral part of the medieval institution of knighthood was the ceremony
when the qualified young nobles were to be inducted into the knightly ranks, some-
what comparable perhaps to a coming-of-age ceremony. The night preceding the initia-
tion ceremony the young nobleman spent alone in prayer and meditation., His sponsor
would then attend to his needsin preparation for the ceremony. The height of the
solemn service was the presentation of the sword, for it was the one outward symbol
of one's new station and rank. It was duly consecrated, 'and the initiatc was then
dubbed a knight by an accolade, The word "dub" comes from an .nglo-Saxon word,
"dubbian," meaning "to strike or to blow," and the word "accoiade" (Latin: ad
collum) meaning "to the neck." The noble ideals which the young man had acquired
during his education and set up as the inner goals and guides to follow through
life were impressed one last time into the consciousness of the neophyte Sy striking
them on the shoulders ("into the neck-head") with the blade of the sword. He |
emerged indeed a new character, permitted now to bear his own individual sword

as a symbol of the idecals he carried in his heart and mind.



There is also a strong similarit between the medieval preparations for the
dubbing of a knight and the step by slep educational process at the bourgeois
level in becoming a master craftsman. The stages of such a youth's maturation
were recognized with various ceremonies. The adolescent apprentice, if found
worthy by his masters, progressed to the stage of a journeyman, and he acquired
a great proficiency in his trade as he wandered from town to town. The evehtual
goal of being inducted as a master into his chosen profession could be attained
by presenting a tangible, perfeclly produced object or.executed performance repre-
sentative of the craft. If all oral and written tests, in addition, showed the
Jjourneyman worthy of admission to the masters' guild, he then had to endure some
often rather severe hazing., By beating the so-called diamond:;n-the-rough and
thus removing from him any remaining rough exterior reminiscent of the former
"raw material,” one hoped to fashion him into a smooth, new character. One wanted
physically to impress on the candidate's consciousness the approved ideals, conduct,
and the rules for one's life and for one's profession., He was then both literally
and figuratively cleansed for his fresh, new start in life, also newly shaved and
clothed, and finally conducted into the chapter room of the guild houge before
the beautiful altar for initiation,

One very important and meaningful pause on your present pilgrimage, in order
to understand more fully what Sigma Chi is all about, is to hear something about
the fraternity's Patron Saint, the Emperor of Ancient Rome, Constantine the Great.
One might wonder why a fraternity would have a special pétron{ here again we can
go back to the beginnings of civilizabtion when even primitive man wanted to find
some symbol to which he could turn, for instance, to offer taanks for blessings
received. He invented, among others, the God Thor and sacrificed to him for hearth
and home and harvests and the God Balder for the beneficent rays of the sun. One
wanted to draw strength from some worthy being who had gone before and frém whom
one could derive inspiration for further emulation. So, it has become quite tradi-
tional for all groups, societies, academies, and organizations af all times to

set up examples of courage, strength, and wisdom to which its members could aspire
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and could regard as wmythical [ounder wen the German Club reveres the universal
wisdom of the aulhors, Corthe and Schiller,: The campus Young Demccrats still dis-
play prominently the portlrait of John F. Kennedy as ils model, The Kappa Kappa
Gamma serority has chosen the Goddess Athena as being bhe one it most reveres and
wishes Lo emulate., Perhaps from an eximple of my own personal experience, I can
make somewhat clearer the concept ol having a "patron saint," L1 have often ob-
served in museums ol Europe that “ouricts are somewhat taken aback when they enter
a large hall vhere nothing clse can be seen but [loodlights poised on one single,
cloricus staluc, let vs say perhaps onc of Apollc. They approach it uswvally with
ave, walk tlowly around it to observe its beauty and perfecltion f1rom cvery angle.
Then, involuntarily, almost nnconsciously, the tourists themselves begin teo emulate
the model before then. They stand erecter, they hold the head higher, put their
shoulders back, pnll in thelr waist, and as they walk away thej have obviously been
"touched" and inspired by the symbol of perfecbion and the ideal of beauty they

had just admired. This I find comparable to having a fraternity member look up

to its valren saint. What cen one find in him to take away as a model for one's
Lfuture 1ife? Do you already have a patron saint? ILs there still room in lLoday's
world for such emulation?

The great twentieth-century poet, Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) has put

similar thoughts as these into a startlingly great sonnet titled "The Archaic

Torso of Apollo" ("Archalscher Torso Apollos" - 1907). The pocl begins the descrip-
tion of the mulilated torse in a quite negative and derogatory way. Neverthelecss,
there is stLill great vitality and an cverwvhelwing beauty in the dishtorted hlock

of marble: the glow of the surface, the blinding sheen of tﬁu curvature of the
shoulders and chest, the supple twist of the loins. As the behclder gazes in-
tently on the torse through the poet's eyes, it becomes vibrantly radiant and
calive and animated witn an internal parer so tha£ the eyes of the missiné head
seem to burst like rilliant stars from oubt the enbire surface ol the marble frame.
te are admonished enigmatically and forcefully in the staccato-lilie last hemi-

stich: "¥ou must alter your cwn life." We are admonishcd not to leb ocur own lives



be like a dead, distorted torse, bub liat onr inner lives should be so endowed
with a vibrant beauby of character Lhi! any’ one who meets us should recognize the
hich ideals that burst through so vitally and radiantly. The ahi.te Cross over thé
heart is the external symbol for Sigma Chis of the inner ideals lhey believe in
and that show forth in their lives.

Thus it was that the seven devoled and dedicated founders of our fraternily
faced the problem of selecting a proper patron worthy of exemplitying their own
goals, aspirations, ambitiens, and ideals. I often picbure that enthusiasbic yroup
of seven young men at iliamil in 1355 - actually not much difierent really than
you yoursclves are — conscientlously deliberating and trying to go back into the
past Lo fint some [izure who could best gnide them in their undertaking of found-
ing a new [raternity. Being learned as they were, 1 can almost see their delight
when one of them was fated bo suggest a name so obvious, one wonders why everyonc
else befor Lhem wonld net have thought of it: +the Emperor Constantine, Constantine
the Great, who conquered by a cross, a White Cross! The thoughts of our seven
founders about character and the rcle of ideals in our relationship to one another
are still wvery valid tcday. They are comparable to a powertul mugnet that con-
tinue Lo abtract yeun; men 1ike iron rin-s; these in turn possess Lhe power Lo
comnuricate the Lbouthts to olher rin-s, so that the influence of our orisinnl seven
men of zood character still eirculs’ec throush all the links that ere magnetically
attached Lo each obher in an endless chain.  Bach member initiated into Sigma Cni
is thus still able to share the minetism and inspiration and ?nfluence 01" the
founders and can preserve avd pass these on bo others. ALl initiates have ween
linked togebther by the hich idealicm end principles which iﬂc#lly, Lnen, sTill
eminate from them today. When we participarte in the ceremony of the "laying on
of hands," the principle teachings, goals, and ideals of the White Cross and of
our founders will also symbolically he trans’erred from the members to th; new
initiates.

vie know very much ahcnt the peror Conchanline, e pessess his letters and

speeches; hundreds of his lews are still in cxistence; there has been a tremendeus
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literature about him since his reign; !Lhere are statues and busts of him and pic-
tures and inscriptions on coins and poltery; there are legends about him and vari-
ous panegyrics and contemporary biography (LCusebius). Much indeed has been writ-'
ten about him and the momentous changes in the history of the world which he ac-
complished, But there has also been much said against him by bitter partisans,
since we today seem to be living in a period fond of dcbunking. Yet there are
questionable, unchristian acts during his reign that perhaps justifiably cause
some historians to label him a complex and not altogether admirable personality.

The main facts of Constantine's career are well established historically. He
was born in the last decades (about 280) of the third century in what is today
Serbia (in Naissus) as the son of Constantius I, the Roman governor of the British
Isles and Gaul, later co-emperor of the impire, and the motlher, today known as
Saint Flavia Helena. Constantine was sent to the Eastern part o} the impire (Ni-
codemia, lgypt, and Persia) to be reared, educated, and trained in an atmosphere
to make him a forceful general and an efficient administrator. Here, he early
distinguished himself by his personal bravery and fearlessness and by his wisdom
and intellect., One of the first descriptions of him is as a young prince stand-
ing at the Emperor's right hand and attracting the gaze of all beholders by his
physical beauty and his imposing air., [is strength plus qualities of prudence
extorted admiration and respect from everyone, for he showed himself to be high-
spirited, keen-witted, stron-, generous, and capable.

His father lay ill and dying in 206 in York, England, and he wanted to see
his son before the end came, so Constantine hastened across all Furope to his bed-
side. When the father died, the army claimed the son as its ieader, and he was
heralded by unanimous choice of British, Gallic, and Germanic soldiers as the
Augustus of the West, Overlord of Gaul, Spain, Britain, and the Rhineland. His
entire manner was one that betokened he was born to rule. A true conscioﬁsness
of his mission burned in him; he looknd and acted the role of a ruler who had
been elected and protected by the gods.

At this early ape he was everywhere beloved, so that he was called by all

A ———
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an Apollo. Constantine was at this L e sbill a worshipper ol this sun god, and

it was Apollo's image that was sLruck or his coins, Whnen trouble arcse among the

Germanic tribes, Constantine went to the Rhineland in 310 and successfully fought

arainst the Franks and the Alamanns. Before Lhis he had already conguered Spain
and had married Fausta, the danghler of Maximian, the Caesar of ilome.
At this time the ancient world was very decadent;

and ruled by tyrannical and ruthless leaders, and greatl troubles faced the govern-

ment. Cities were pillagzed and sacked, the countryside desolated, and the citizenvy
unjustly executed, Life was shamdler , bthoe vices reigned cnprese.  Home had become

plots uand counturplols, Lreason, and conspiracy. Thus, it hepnened

by

the center of

thal, ¢veryone recognizced in Constantine Lheir only hope, and he was beseeched with

pleas to overhtake the gover yent and capiure Qone,

Constantine, therefore, lellL the Rhineland, and in 312 he crossed the Alps

]
into Torthren Italyv with LO 000 men as ¢o pared with the enemy's 170 000, and
7 p B )

finally pitched camp north of Rome. JWwver where he marched, the cities (Turin,

Milan, Verona) acclaimed hi .y he seemed invincible, Yet he I'elt uneasy and appre-

hensive and was reluctzant to atlack Rome and anxiously debated with hinself, if

he shonld embark on such a dancerous enteyprise where he was so Lhorousnly oub-

nunberad, 1t almost seemed as 18 he were wiiting for a sign, Jor some strons

And late one afterncon at sunset, he lifted his eyes heavenward and with all his

soldiers saw in the skies the fipure of a radicntly fiery crvos: with the Greek in-

seriotion: this sicn thou shalt conquer." This has, of course, bLoday become

10~y
iy
o

the {raternibyts mobto: "In hoc sieno vinceo O
N g

It was truly a miracie, and the vislion swept him off his feet. ALl weire awe-
o 2

struck. £nd even though the fonrth century was a supersiitious one, such manifes-

ntist:

the Roman Imoire was divided

ally.

tations in the sky are nol unusual, Jcle

rhenomenon conld have been possible,

understand the conditions of late ant

the vision-legend correctlv. In any

believe such a rare, natural

just as is5 the aurora borcalis. We must,

igquity and its spiritual state to evaluate

case, we cannot entirely obliterate the "mir-

-
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acle" of .the vision of the cross, and hether real or not, the vision was a real
experience to Constantine, and it char ed his whole life and the history of the
world., It simply cannot be minimized or its significance cancelled.

Constantine asked himself as to the meaning of this vision. During the night
in a dream, he saw a vision of Christ who demanded that he make an imitation of
the cross in gold and precious stones, and to use it whenever he engaged in battle,
for its divine power would bring victory and success. Or stated simply: Conquer
by the cross! When Constantine awoke, hc had craftsmen make a replica of the
cross, and he had the image of the cross with a sacred monogram of Christ (X - P)
in the center inscribed on the shields of all his soldiers with the motto of the
vision. Look again at your pledge pin and see the origins for the White Cross
set into the shield. Weapons and banners glcamedfwith the new insignia. Constan-
tine was, thus,miraculously converted Lo the God of the Christians; he placed him-
self and his army under God's protection. A great change had come over him since
he had seen the cross. Constantine's own cross, which he wore as an outward and
visiLle proof of how he now felt in his heart, was preserved until the tenth century.

Constantine then marched triumphantly in an almost bloodless victory against
Rome and the co-emperor Maxentius on Uctober 20, 312. To the Romans he said: 1
have conquered your city from the tyrant Ly this sign. After defeating the Fast
Roman Emperor Maximum (313) and the latcr one, Licinius (32L), he thus became the
sole Emperor of both the Fastern and Western Roman Fmpire. The senale and the
people of Rome received him with triumphal victory and called him Maximus and Au-
gustus and gave him the attributes of a pod; his image with a.laurel wreath and
with eyes directed upward as if awaiting guidance from Heaven was stamped on the
coins,

Constantine let bygones be bygones; he granted amneslies and clemency to his
enemies; he restored order and dignity; and he was hailed as the bringcr ol pcace
and the liberator of the Fmpire. He charmed zll by hls patience, kindliness,
tolerance, diygnity, and good humour. The Scnate inslituted games and festivals and

erected a triumphal arch (315) in his honor, which today as the Arcn of Constantine

’r’
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in Rome'standing beside the Colosseum is one of the most inspiring monuments of the
Imperial Empire and on which in a fr:aze al the top can also be secen the chiseled
story of the White Cross.

In the famous Edict of Milan in 313 he set up the noblest principles of com-
plele religious toleration, although through him Christianity had now become the
State religion. Anyone without distinction of rank or nationality was at liberby
to practice the religion he thought best for himself, and Constantine especially
abandoned the policy of bloody suppression of the Christian church.,

The arts, especially architecture and sculpture, developed and flourished under.
Constantine; the beginning of the so-called Byzantine style of art dates from this
time. He ruled mildly and tolerantly, with wisdom and prudence, because of the
effect which the vision of the White Cross had had upon his life. In 325, in the
prime of middle age, he convened and presided at the First Ecumenical Council at
Nicea in order to formulate Christian doctrine (the "Nicean Cr;ed“ was formulated
here to oppose the Arian heresy); he was thus the supreme and absolute authority
in both church and state, in both ecclesiastical and civil affairs ("Caesaro-
papism"), a true champion of Christianity.

In 326 he wisely and strategically moved the seat of the Roman Empire to
Byzantium at the entrance to the Bosporus, where East and West, Aslia and FLurope
meet., On May 11, 330 the great, rich, beautifu%?iggw renamed Constantinople, was
dedicated lo the Virgin Mary and became the center of the Christian Lmpire. Estab-
lishing of the city is acclaimed as the greatest political achievement of his
reign and one of the most momentous decisions in the history éf Western Civiliza-
tion. Constantinople — today it is known as Istanbul — femained the center of
a glérious civilization that lasted a thousand years (1L53).

Constantine declared Sunday as a day of rest. He became the protector of
marriage and the family. At a time when life was brutal and ruthless, he proclaimed
honesty, integrety, and righteouuncss. His reign was one of feverish activity and

filled with humane provisions. Constantine was a man's man, affable, and courteous.

He was a statesman, the founder of cities, the builder of churches. He was an



